Effect of sleep state on chest distortion and on the ventilatory response to CO2 in neonates.
In 10 preterm and 10 term infants, the effect of sleep state on chest distortion and on the ventilatory response to CO2 was assessed. It was found that chest distortion and ventilatory response to CO2 were independent of sleep state. Chest distortion, however, was more frequent in preterm than in term infants. The authors suggest that the increased prevalence of chest distortion in preterm infants is related to their highly compliant chest wall rather than to differences in sleep state.